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Cultivation and Politics:

Rethinking Guo Xiang’s Philosophy
I-Hsiu Wu’

Abstract

This article attempts to understand the difference between trace and
tracelessness in Guo Xiang’s philosophy from the perspective of the body.
By analyzing the mechanism between intention and body, intention and
nature in the text, I believes that the dichotomy between those who do not
need to be free and those who need to be free is not the difference between
the hearts of saints and the common people, but stems from the depth of
feeling—through discussing cultivation related to forgetfulness and
ruthlessness, the sage has a sense that is sharper, broader, and less restricted
by the senses. And this also means that there is no insurmountable gap
between being able to be free and not being able to be free because of innate
talent.

In addition, reconstructing the connotation of the theory of nature
through the body also found a possibility for the sages or kings to settle the
people (to form their nature). Guo Xiang’s expectation for the King does not
lie in his ability to plan some ideal political system. Rather, through deep
sensing of overall changes, the King repeatedly create new meanings and
comprehensively question the current world of things. If “repeated phase
illumination” is used as the operation method of “all things independence”,

it is a kind of movement. Guo Xiang’s insistence on The Prince theory lies
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in the fact that the world’s imagination of political utopia must be replaced

by a never-ending movement of doubt.

Keywords: Guo Xiang, Guo Xiang’s commentary on Zhuangzi, Naturalism,

Theory of Traceless





