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The Place of Inner Resurrection, the One to Start the

Playing — A Study on A Search For Arts of Vigor in
Sha Hé Bei Gé ( Lament of The Sand River)
by Qi Deng Sheng

I-Ling Hsiao

Abstract

As the art of time, music has been recognized as the “purest” and “most
abstract” symbolic activity as what presented by the expression,
advancement and completion of musical melody is exactly the progression
of temporal dynamics; the dynamic meaning of tune structure featuring the
evolution of scale and contrast of step in the structure of musical
composition as well as the reintegration following the melody of
contradictory tension is exactly like the course of life’s self-expression. The
ending-beginning repetition of the melody of musical note is like a search of
life and an analogy of river flowing through the time.

This essay aims to take the mutual metaphors of vigor, river and music

as the key path in interpreting Sha Hé Bei Gé (Lament of The Sand River )
by Qi Deng Sheng by bringing up and discussing how the three intervals of

LR INA3

“murmur of the sand river,” “unswerving playing of vigor” and “incessant
inquiry over the signification of playing” are interwoven into one melodic
novel abounding in rhythms. With the near advent of his death in Sha Hé
Bei Gé, Li Wenlong tells his younger brother Erlang in front of the sand
river that he eventually “knows what is vigor and fugue” and further realizes
that “a pursuit of mastery and art will eventually lead to a sense of
self-finding” among which the entertained signification of playing gets the
three melodies of sand river, playing and self-awareness to reemerge the

development of thematic original tune with the musical forms of starting off,
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passaggio and change of tune, thus composing one melancholy and
appealing tune of “art of vigor.” This essay deems it the key to interpret Sha
Hé Bei Gé and have a glimpse of Qi Deng Sheng’s views over arts as well
as to have a retrospect over the meaning of “art of vigor” betoken by the

source of artistic creation.

Keywords: Qi Deng Sheng, Sha Hé Bei Gé, Aesthetics, Art, Modernism,
Artistry
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