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Narrative Discussions on the White Snake Story —

Analyses and comparisons of 6 texts During 1771-1927

Shu-Ling Horng™

Abstract

The White Snake Story has been spread for thousands of years. There
are many studies about the story and most of them are focused on its origin
and development, the contents of various genres or analyzing on the char-
acters, plots and themes. It > s rare to analyze on narrative aspects. So, this
discourse intends to discus on 3 narrative aspects of 6 texts during
1771-1927 which are Xi-qu, Zhang-Hei-Xiao-Shuo, Bou-Juan, Zi-Di-shu,

Nan-Ci and Ge-Zi-Ce. First, it mentions that the character » s vision and

narrative voice will result in different images of Lady white, such as mon-
ster, beauty or good wife. Second, discussing of kernel events and satellites
events, those satellites events like Duan-Yang, Qiu-Cao, Shui-Dou and
Duan-Qiao are interesting and emotional. So they are welcomed by people.
Besides that, those increased kernel events like Bai-She-Chan-Zi and
Zhang-Yuan-Ji-Ta reflect the consciousness of grand union that are fit for
popular feelings. Third, the arts of space and filling the vacancy show us
how the later readers accept and transfer the story. For example, the in-
creasing and describing of details and the continuation of young genera-
tions’ hero stories may represent the characteristics and charms of The
White Snake Story.

* Professor, NTU Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Department of Chi-
nese Literature
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