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The Embodiment and Awareness
of “Shen” in Calligraphy

From “zheng shen” and “ chuan shen”
to “shen cai comes first”

Chin-Chuan Kuo®

Abstract

This paper deals with the concept of “shen cai” in the art of calligraphy.
Because the concept of “shen” in art criticism comes from the evaluation of
people, and then extends to painting and calligraphy. Therefore, this paper

13

starts from the “zheng shen” of character appreciation, then discusses the
“chuan shen” of painting appraisal, and finally discusses the “shen chai” of
method appraisal. First, the author uses the “artistic discovery ability”
proposed by Xu Fuguan to explain the role of the “viewer” and what
“zhengshen” is, and then discusses the “chuan shen” in painting, using

3

“creator”, “object”, Concepts such as “work” and “recipient” reveal the
embodiment and awareness of “shen” in painting creation. Finally, we enter
into the relevant discussion of “shen cai” in calligraphy evaluation, analyze
the display of “shen” and the use of “shi” in calligraphy performance; and
take Yuan Ang “Gu jin shu ping” as an example to illustrate the tradition of
“discussing calligraphy based on people” and elaborate on “ shencai” comes

first” reason.

Keywords: zheng shen, chuan shen, shen cai, Gu jin shu pin
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