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From “Floating Homelands” to “Officials with Land”:
The “Floating Kingdom” and Way
of the Intellectual Practice in Yuan Jie’s
“Fu on the Persuading the Absurd King of Chu”

Shu Yen"

Abstract

During the Kaiyuan and Tianbao periods, literati deeply critiqued and
reflected on the imperial examination system. Yuan Jie, through his persona
as the “Intellectual in opposition” created a paradoxical “Floating Kingdom”
in his “Fu on the Persuading the Absurd King of Chu” symbolizing the
alienation between bureaucrats and society under the imperial examination
system, as well as the disconnect between intellectuals and their local
communities. This critique of the imperial examination system was also
echoed by central intellectual of the time such as Liu Zhi and Zhang Jiuling.

Throughout Yuan Jie’s life, his poetry and prose trace his exploration
and practice of the “Way of the Intellectual.” Initially, Yuan Jie’s ideal of
the intellectual was that of a “pure intellectual.” However, when he served
in political positions, he found a profound contradiction between this
idealized image and reality. Ultimately, as a provincial governor, Yuan Jie
found a balance in his bureaucratic career, allowing him to wield political
influence while maintaining close ties with the people. In the end, his role as

an “official with land” resonated with his early reflections in the “Fu on the

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Linguistics & Literature, Yuan Ze
University
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Persuading the Absurd King of Chu” on the imperial examination system

and the Way of the Intellectual.

Keywords: Yuan Jie, Fu of Tang Dynasty, Imperial Examination System,

Intellectual-Homeland Relations, Way of the Intellectual





