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The Original Substance and the Entirety:
The Inquiry into the Exicetence
of Zhang Zai’s Concept of Taixu

Fang-Yu Zhou"

Abstract

“Taixu”, as the Benti, is not a transcendental ontology under the
paradigm of “Ontology-Phenomenon”, but rather the inherent state of Qi
under the principle of “the compatibility of Being and Value”. This “Benti”
exists as an existing Entirety, “Xu-Shen” is the nature of it. The meaning of
“Entirety” can be understood from two perspectives: From the perspective
of internal composition, “Taixu” has two polarities of Yin and Yang. Its
dispersed, xu, and clear state is dominated by Yang-qi. At this stage, Yin-qi
follows the movement of Yang-qi without yet exerting its coagulating effect.
The nature of Yin-qi is downward and subdued, when it can no longer
follow the vigorous movement of Yang-qi, it will be touched by Yang-qi
and bring the phenomena of change, this is the meaning of “having
phenomenal form”, referring to the initial stage of interaction between yin
and yang before definite shapes are formed. From the perspective of
external manifestation, the Taixu’s quiescent and serene state is
imperceptible to the eye, hence it outwardly manifests as “Kong”. The
traditional spatial meaning of “Taixu”, reinterpreted by Zhang Zai, is thus
grounded on Qi’s nature of “Xu”, as the second meaning. By interpreting
“Taixu” with “Qi” and interpreting “Heaven” with “Taixu”, Zhang Zai

established the existence, origin and totality of Confucianism’s “Heaven of

Lecturer, School of Marxism, Shenyang Normal University.
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Creation”, and established the the “Heavenly Nature”, which is supremely

quiescent and non-reactive, yet all-pervasively responsive.

Keywords: Zhang Zai, Taixu, Yin-Yang, Phenomena (Xiang), Heaven of

Creation





