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Sun Ta-chuan and His Concept
of “Mountain-Sea Literature”

Chih-Fan Chen”

Abstract

This study investigates the intellectual formation and cultural praxis of
Sun Ta-chuan as a foundational agent in the construction of Taiwan’s
Indigenous literary field. Building upon prior scholarship that identifies Sun
and the Mountain-Sea Culture magazine under his editorship as instrumental
in fostering a generation of Indigenous writers, this paper re-examines his
work through the lens of memory, place, and epistemic transformation. By
tracing Sun’s formative experiences within the Pinaski community, the
analysis elucidates how his reflections on Indigenous history, first-person
narration, and the notion of the Indigenous as a “gift” collectively inform his
literary and cultural philosophy.

The discussion foregrounds Sun’s tripartite conceptual framework of
“mountain-sea Literature”, “Writing,” and “Learning.” The “mountain-sea”
functions not merely as a geographic topos but as a symbolic ecology
wherein the reciprocity between human and environment constitutes the
ontological ground of Indigenous identity. “Writing,” in Sun’s theorization,
transcends the act of inscription to become an ethical and aesthetic practice
through which Indigenous authors reclaim narrative sovereignty and
articulate experiential knowledge in literary form. “Learning” designates an
epistemological process that compels the contemporary world to re-evaluate
Indigenous ecological knowledge systems and to recognize the epistemic

and ethical “gift” that Indigenous worldviews offer to humanity.

Associate Professor, Institute of Taiwan Literature, National Tsing Hua University.
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Through this analytical framework, the paper argues that Sun
Ta-chuan’s thought not only delineates a distinctive Indigenous literary
paradigm within Taiwan but also contributes to broader discourses on

decolonial knowledge, environmental humanism, and intercultural ethics.

Keywords: Sun Ta-chuan, Mountain-Sea Culture magazine, Taiwan Indigenous

literature, literary field, Indigenous knowledge





