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Literary Imagination and Historical Reality:
The Extraordinary World of Journey to the West

Min-Hsun Hsieh”

Abstract

This paper examines the various elements in the text of Journey to the
West, including characters, locations, systems, and architecture, to elucidate
the basis upon which the literary creator constructs the “extraordinary
world.” The formation of the imaginative world in literary creation is
closely related to historical reality. The captivating descriptions in the text
draw upon numerous influences; however, they do not merely replicate or
directly invoke historical references but present them with slight
modifications. This approach generates additional intrigue in the narrative,
making it more appealing. Contemporary readers, focusing on the
“storytelling” and “entertainment” aspects, often overlook the original
historical factors from which the “extraordinary” elements in the book arise,
which hinders a correct understanding of the formation process of the work
and its related elements. Clarifying the origins and connections of these

matters is essential.

Keywords: Journey to the West, The Poetical Narrative of Tang Monk’s
Journey to the West, Jiang Liuer, Mount Across Two Worlds,
Sandy River.
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