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Two “Interpretation Paradigms” Presented
in Confucian Classics of the Han Dynasty

and the Application in Modern Humanities
Guen-Yang Yan*

Abstract

Since the late Qing Dynasty, Chinese new intellectuals have pursued
modernization. The measures of modernization are based on internal
“anti-tradition” and external “westernization”; hence, western studies were
significantly introduced and tradition successively declined. In contemporary
Chinese classical humanity research, fewer scholars could master and
explore the classics. on the contrary, more researchers carelessly applied
western theories or interpretation framework to boast their arguments after
simply absorbing the superficial meanings of texts. They posed as modern
ones. Thus, modern Chinese humanities lost “cultural subject” and became
the colony of western studies.

In order to cope with this problem, in recent twenty years, based on the
concept “return and paradigm reconstruction of interpretation perspective of
Chinese classical humanities”, from western vision of “external construction”,
the author turns to in-depth perspective of Chinese culture and proposes
academic reconstruction of “internal construction” to present profound
meanings of ontology of research subjects, knowledge essentialism and
methodology in texts of Chinese traditional cultural classics. The author has
accumulated the basic theories to be applied to reconstruct Chinese classical
humanities.

This study extends the academic “internal construction” and adopts

Luxuriant Dew of the Spring and Autumn Annals of Dong Zhongshu in the

*

Chair Professor, Department of Chinese, Fu Jen Catholic University.
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Han Dynasty and Zheng Xuan’s Confucian Classics as comparison “interpretation
paradigm”, based on six elements, “interpretation purpose” and “interpretation
attitude”, “truth and essence” and “text style”, “interpretation principle” and
“operational method”, it systematically reconstructs “interpretation model”
of the said paradigms to apply it to modern Chinese traditional humanity
research. Hence, it is not necessary to apply western theoretical bases and

methods to interpret the classics!

Keywords: Confucian Classics of the Han Dynasty, interpretation paradigm,
Dong Zhongshu, Luxuriant Dew of the Spring and Autumn Annals,

Confucian Classics of Zheng Xuan



