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Reflecting on the Establishment of Chinese Literature’s
“Lyrical Tradition ’in order to Discuss the
Multidimensional Transition and Clustered Structure of

the “Poetic Aesthetics ”

Kun-Yang Yen™

Absract

In the 1960s, Sinologist FR1+E& established “lyrical tradition” among
Chinese literary critique. Afterward it became a genealogical discourse that
was inherited by many scholars. This discourse relys on “parallel studies” in
East/West comparative literature studies in order to highlight the
distinguishing characteristic of Chinese literature. The positive value of this
study is unquestionable. However, it causes some effects influence: Firstly,
this statement is a kind of “Coverage Of Grand Narrative” that overlay the
multiple horizons of the Interpretations on Chinese Literature; Secondly, the
statement implies unitary linear view of literary history which simplifies
Chinese literature to an “Isolated Tree stat Structure”. After reflecting on
and criticizing the negative influence, and reestablishing a different way of
interpretation, I argue that : Chinese ancient poetic “aesthetics” presents

multidimensional transition and clustered structure.

Keywords: lyrical tradition, poetic aesthetics, transition, structure

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tamkang University
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