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The Image Which Is One-class Lower Than the Supreme
Master—The Anecdotes and Legends of Confucius’

Disciples

Feng-Yuan Chen”*

Abstract

Every Confucius’ disciple has his own character. Confucius is regarded
as the supreme master while his disciples stand in the position of pursuing
his doctrines. There have been not only official activities of worshipping
the master and his disciples since the Han Dynasty, but also wild and vivid
imagination from the commoners. Those disciples, who are lower than the
master, but higher than the commoners, can be seen as subordinates as well
as subjects. Later generations in their own imagination try to recapture the
virtuous images of the disciples. Consequently, many interaction scenes
between Confucius and his disciples reappear in a number of interesting and
unusual writing plots, which not only manifest the talents of Confucius’
disciples but also present an integral impression of their aspirations in
acquiring the doctrines. Their various deeds are recorded again and again
and the most popular events are their moral conducts, political
accomplishments, and the continuing spread of the Confucian Way. The
anecdotes and legends, which are seldom discussed before, actually are full
of wits and humor. In order to illustrate them clearly, I enumerate and

compile these events in this paper to make it a useful reference resource.

Keywords: Confucius, Confucius’ disciples, Confucianism, anecdotes

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng-Chi University
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